STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

In re: Timothy Cook, Embalmer Petition No. 2010-5246

CONSENT ORDER

WHEREAS, Timothy Cook of Torrington, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent") has been

issued license number 002314 to practice as #'embalmer by the Department of Public Health

(hereinafter "the Department") pursuant to Chapter 385 of the General Statutes of Connecticut,

as amended; and,

WHEREAS, the Department alleges that:

1.

During 2010, respondent was the manager of the LaPorta-Cook Funeral Home, of
Torrington, Connecticut (hereinafter “LaPorta-Cook”).

On April 21, 2010, LaPorta-Cook was contacted by the hospice nurse for A.R., concerning
her pending death; and re-contacted by the nurse after A.R.’s death at her home the
following day. |

On April 22, 2010, when La-Porta Cook removed decedent’s remains from the house, family
present at the removal, including the decedent’s son, made arrangements to meet with staff
at the LaPorta-Cook later that same day.

Subsequently the family decided to have a different funeral home conduct A.R.’s funeral.
During the arrangements for the transfer Qf A.R.’s remains to the second funeral home,
LaPorta-Cook staff erroneously failed to provide an itemized bill. The amount charged by

LaPorta-Cook erroneously relied, in part, upon figures taken from the contract that had been
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offered to the decedent’s family, which included fees that were no longer applicable, such as
fees for consulting clergy, and for permits, notices and authorizations.

5. The above described facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to the General

Statutes of Connecticut, §20-227.

WHEREAS, respondent, in consideration of this Coqsent Order, has chosen ﬁot to contest this
matter and agrees that for purposes of this or any ﬁlture‘proceedings before the Connecticut
Board of Examiners of Embalmers and Funeral Directors (hereinafter "the Board"), this Consent
Order shall have the same effect as if proven and ordered after a full hearing held pursuant to

§§19a-10 and19a-14 and 20-227 of the General Statutes of Connecticut.

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to §§19a-14 and 19a-17 and 20-227 of the General Statutes of

Connecticut, respondent hereby stipulates and agrees to the following:

1.  Respondent waives his right to a hearing on the merits of this matter.

2. Respondent shall pay a civil penalty of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) by certified or
cashier’s check payable to “Treasurer, State of Connecticut.” The check shall refereﬁce
the Petition Number on the face of the check, and shall be payable at the time respondent
submits the executed Consent Order to the Department

3. Respondent shall comply with all state and federal statutes and regulations applicable to
his licensure.

4, Respondent shall pay all costs necessary to comply with this Consent Order.

5. Inthe cvént respondent violates any term of this Consent Order, said violation may
also constitute grounds for the Department fo seek a summary suspension of his

license before the Board.
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6.  Legal notice shall be sufficient if sent to respondent's last known address of record
reported to the Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section of the Healthcare Quality
and Safety Branch of the Department.

7. This Consent Order is effective on the first day of the month immediately following the
date this Consent Order is accepted and ordered by the Board.

9. Respondent agrees that this Coﬁsent Order shall be deemed a public document, and the
Department's allegations as contained in this Consent Order shall be deemed true in any
subsequent proceeding before the Board in which his compliance with this Consent Order
or with §20-227 »of the General Statutes of Connecticut, as amended, is at issue.

10. This Consent Order and terms set forfh herein are not subject to reconsideré.tion, collateral
attack or judicial review under any form or in any forum. Respondent understands that
this Consent Order shall not be subject to modification as a result of any claim that the
terms contained herein may result in action by third parties, including, but not limited to,
healthcare facilities ana/or credentialing or licensure boards. Respondent assumes all
responsibility for assessing such actions prior to the execution of this document. Further,
this Order is not subject to appeal or review under the provisions of Chapters 54 or 368a of
the General Statutes of Connecticut, provided that this stipulation shall not deprive
respondent of any rights that he may have under the laws of the State of Connecticut or of
the United States.

11. This Consent Order is a revocable offer of settlement which may be modified by mutual
agreement or withdrawn by the Department at any time prior to its being executed by the
last signatory.

12. Respondent permits a representative of the Legal Office of the Healthcare Quality and

Safety Branch to present this Consent Order and the factual basis for this Consent Order to
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the Board. Respondent understands that the Board has complete and final discretion as to
whether this executed Consent Order is approved or accepted.

13. Respondent has the right to consult with an attorney prior to signing this document.

14. The execution of this document has no bearing on any criminal liability without the written
consent of the Director of the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit or the Bureau Chief of the
Division of Criminal Justice’s Statewide Prosecution Bureau. The purpose of this Consent
Order is to resolve the pending administrative license disciplinary petition only, and is not
intended to affect any civil or criminal liability or defense.

15. This Consent Order embodies the entire agreement of the parties with respect to this case.
All previous communications or agreements regarding the subject matter of this consent
order, whether oral or written, between the parties are superseded unless expressly

incorporated herein or made a part hereof.
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I, Timothy Cook, have read the above Consent Order, and I stipulate and agree to the terms as set

forth therein. I further declare the execution of this Consent Order to be my free act and deed.

oD Cow

Timothy Coock

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 70 day of CW 67 2012.

RACHEL C. SCARF
NOTARY PUBLJc Notary Public or person authori
My Commission Expircs May 31,J0Y3law to administer an oath or affirmation

The above Consent Order having been presented to the duly appointed agent of the

R L 1ist
Commissioner of the Department of Public Health on the Z_l day of
J U /\(/ 2012, it is hereby accepted.

o1

ifer t‘}lippbne, ﬁeetion Chief
actitioner Licensing and Investigations
ealthcare Quality and Safety Branch

The above Consent Order having been presented to the duly appointed agent of the Connecticut

Board of Examiners of Embalmers and Funeral Directors on the l ’2‘&] day of é L{S‘-(S'f'

2012, it is hereby ordered and accepted.

20 Povdi

Behr Examiners Aﬂ:mbalmef{\ynd Funeral
Directors

Rev
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